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venience of members so far as I cam, and this
heing se I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
till Tuesday, 16th Aungust.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 6 p.m.

Tegislative Hgsembly,

Thursday, 4th August, 1921,
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The SPEAEKER toock the Chair at 4.30
p.m,, and read prayers,

QUESTIOX—TRAMWAYS, EXTENSIONS
AND RENEWALS.

Mr. GARTER asked the Minister for Rail-
ways: 1, Is it the intention of the Govern-
ment to proceed immediately with the South
Perth-Como tramway extension? 2, What is
the estimated cost of the constrnetion of the
line? 3, What proportion of the material
ordered and now arriving to be used in ex-
tension work wonld be suitable for renova-
tion and relaying work on present existing
lines? 4, Has the department an adequate
supply of material for the renewal work on
the lines now in use? 5, In view of the re-
peated aceidents and derailments on the
Pcrth system, is it the intention of the Gov-
ernment to procced with relaying work wher-
ever needed! 6, Does he consider extension
work to be more important than that work
neeessary to safeguard the travelling public?
7, What is the exact number of derailments
on the Perth system of tramways during the
past two years?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2, £36,160 for track and over-
head gear, plus £5,000 for substation build-
inmgr and equipment for the complete scheme,
3. Practically none. 4, Yes. 5, Repeated
aceidlents and derailments are not oecurring.
Relaying work is heing carried out as needed.
6. The extension of tramways does not affect
the question of the safety of the travelling
poblic, 7, A statement of derailments and
their eauses is being prepared.
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QUESTION—OLD MEN'’S HOME.

Mr. J. TROMSON asked the Colonial
Secretary: Is he aware that the Master of
the Old Men’s Home (Mr. Rust) has made
& claim for 43, 6d. out of the 55 per week
received by inmates from the Kalgoorlie
Mine Workers’ Relief Fund, thus leaving
only 6d4. per week ta those receirving the
benefit of this fund to buy fruit, ete.?

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied: A
demand was made, as is the usnal custom,
but upon the whole of the facts being made
elear it was withdrawn.

QUESTION—COPFPER EXTRACTIOXN.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Minister for
Mines: 1, Is he aware of the existence of an
invention for the extraction of copper from
copper ore by means of chemical solutions?
2, If not, will he canse inquiries to be made
to ascertain if sneh an invention is in exist- .
ence?

The MINISTER FOR MIXES replied: 1,
Yes. There are #Mowmerous such methods of
extraction. T am also aware of experiments
being made locally, 2, Answered by No. 1.

QUESTION—SOLDIER SETTLEMENT.,

Hon. P, COLLIER asked the Premier:
What is the number of single holdings that
have been purchased to date for Soldier Set-
tlement purposes, the area concerned, and
the total amount of the purchase money?

The PREMIER replied: The number is
1,929, T ecannot give the other information
becaunse I have not got it. It will mean the
preparation of a return. I understand the
ll;un. member will be satisfied with the num-
er.

Hon. P. Collier: If the Premier will
get the information later on I shall be satis-
fied. )

The PREMIER: The hon. member will re-
ceive the information.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.

Supply Bill and State Trading Conceras,

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (XNorth-BEast Fre-
mantle) {4.35]¢ I desire to make a personal
explanation. When speaking on the Supply
Bill in regard to the State trading concerns
and the amount of money which was derived
from them by the Consolidated Revenue, I
find that T took one column wrongly. I tock
the estimate instead of the actual revenue
received. I should like to explain to the
House that where I said that the Consoli-
dated Revenue received from these trading
concerns was £728,966, the correct figures I
should have given were £766,372.

The Premier: For how long o peried is
that?
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Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: That is since the
new Act was passed in 1917.

The Premier; It is not mueh for last
year.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: It is only £7,000
for last year. That does not interfere with
the figures, T do not want to disenss the
matter, although I have a very good case.
T know I should wnot be allowed to do so.
With regard to recoups, departmental eharges,
ete., where I quoted the figures £409,349,
the correct figures should be £490,067, and
where I spoke of the balance of profits
transferred to reveane as being £319,617, T
should have quoted the amount of £276,305.

ADDRESS.IN-REPLY.
Second day.
Debate resumed from 28th July.

Hon. P. COLLIER (Bounlder) [4.37]: As
I feel possessed for the moment of a spirit
of friendship, perhaps I had better open my
remarks regarding the work of the sessiom
by congratulating the Premier on his having
retained the leadership of his party,

The Minister for Mines: There is some-
thing underlying that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: JMore especially do I
offer these congratulations when I repard the
gomewhat mixed and uncertain elements
which go to make up the Ministerial ranks.
I should like also to comgratulate the Minis-
ter for Agriculture upon his having attained
Ministerial rank. The changes one observes
on the front Ministerial bench serve to re-
mind one of the fact that whilst the Gov-
ernment secured a majority at the poll, cer-
tain constituents were not over enthusiastic
in regard te the personnel of the Govern-
ment.

The Premier:
about your side.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T should like also, if
I may be permitted, to weleome the many
new members of this Chamber., I am quite
sure that the freshness of thought and the
vigour of expresswn which we shall have
during the session from these metnbers will
be of great benefit and advantage to our de-
liberations in this Chamber. May I also speci-
alty congratulate the member for West Perth
(Mrs. Cowan) on having attained an unique
distinetion in the Parliamentary history of
Australia. T will not be so ungallant as to
tepeat  the sentiments cxprcsserl by the
Leader of the Primary Producers’ Party im-
mediately following the results of the elee-
tions.

Mrs. Cowan: Hear, hear!

Hon. P. COLLIER: That gentleman said
he was unahble to understand, having re-
gard to the seriocus financial problems that
were hedging us around and the need there
was for economy, why it was the electors re-
jected an experienced Minister and elected
an inexperienced woman,

The same thing may be said
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Hon, W, C. Angwin: ‘Which leader was
that?

Hon, P, COLLIER: The outside leader;

the real controlling fore». +*he power Dehind
the throne, That is why 1 deem il worthy of
notice.

Tho Minister for Mines:
the Primary Producers,

Mrs. Cowan: He has apologised for that
ginee and said he was vorry.

Hon. W. (", Angwin: That is just what
they do.

Hon. P. COLLIER: He would make an ex-
cellent politician.

Mrg, Cowan: Quite so.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Rather do I say T wel-
come the advent of a woman to this Cham-
ber. Tt would not be inavpropriate if T were
to remind hon, members at this juneture of
the fact that it was the Awstralian Labour
Party that pioneered the question of full
citizenship for women. The Lazbour Party
was the first organised political party in Aus-
tralia to adopt, as a foremost plank of its
platform, the enfranchisement of women
some 30 years ago. To repeat a little history,
I may say that it was the first labour mem-
ber who was returned to the Lepislative As-
gembly in Vietoria who submitted a motion to
that Chamber to confer the vote uwpon
women, Although there were 95 members of
the House at the time, he heing the only
labour member, he failed to secure n seronder
to that motion. As 2 result of the propaganda
wark earried on by labour snhsequently, nfter
many tries, women were enfranchised in Vie-
toria as in other parts of Australin, T take
no small degree of pleasure in the faet that
we have the opposite sex, 1f T may put it in
that way, represented in this Chamber, This
is mainly due to the work done throughont
a quarter of a century hy the organised fmces
of labonr,

Mr, Pickering: And through the ireny of
fate she is sitting opposite to vou

Hon. P. COLLTER: They will he an our side
in good time. T was glad to hear the declara-
tions of independence that fell from the mover
andl secander of the motion for the adoption
of the Address-in-reply. Tt is true the mem-
ber for York, who seconded the motion, made
reservations whielh were imposed upon him
of course hy the platform of the party to
which he belomgs, and properly so. T hope
this attitude of independent thonght and
action will he manifested on more than one
occasion before the session closes.

The Premier: T think -you have it on your
side, too.

- Hon. P-COLLIER: ¥es. . .

The Premier: T think so; T hono s0.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Tt wonld he a bad
job for voun if it were net so.

Hon. I. COLLTER: Having regard for
some things which have transpired since the
election, I am not over hopeful that we shall
see too much indenendence manifested. Many
of the candidates during the election made a
feature of the necessity for the affairs of
State being carried on hy a responsible Gov-
croment. That has been the parrot ery for

The MeCallum of
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vears past. CGeaeraliy, when it has been used,
it has been by wav of criticism as to what
have heen alleze]l to be the unconstitutional
metliods adopted by the Labour Party. So
we have been told that there is a need for
a return to the principles of responsible gov-
ernment, I shonld like to deal for a moment
with the question of how far the party that
now sits on the Government side of the House
stands for truly responsible Government. It
was rather a remarkable feature of the elee-
tion events to find that a eonsidarable seetion
of members sitting on the Government side of
the House, those who give adherence to the
Primary Produeers’ Party, were unable to
say whether they were going to support the
Government or to support the Opposition, un-
til they had received their instructions from
an outside body.

My, A, Thomson: That is incorrect.

My, Latham: You are quite wrong.

Hon. P, COLLTER: Let me sece what the
position is. T well remember the oceasion
when members of the party met in this build-
ing and after discussing matters for an hour
or two they trooped down in solemn array
and, T suppess, marched down to the Westra-
liaon Farmers, Ltd., whose building is the
plare where this outside cauveus meets. The
object of that visit was to decille with the
executive upon their future relationship with
the Governwent and, in fact, to receive de-
finite insfructions as to whether they were to
remain in sunport of the Government or not.

Mr. A. Thomson: Don't romance too
much. You are absolutely wrong. .

Hon. P. COLLTER: There was not one
eandidate standing in the interests of the
Primary Prodneers’ party during the elections
who was able to tell the clectors whether he
would support the Gevernment or not after
the electionz. There was not one of them
a position to do so.

Hon. W. . Angwin: Many of them op-
posed Government supporters.

Hon. P. COLLTER: At any rate, they
could not spy whether they would support
the Government or sit on the opposition side
of .the House. .

Mr. Corboy: One of the Country Party
candidates stated that he would not support
the Government,

The Premier: But he was not returned.

Mr. A. Thomson: They did not say, at
any rate, that they would support the Op-
position.

Hon, P. COLLTER: They were not in a
position to =ay who they weuld support.

Mr. Thomson: Yes, they were.

Hon. . COLLIER: The constitution of
the Primary Producers Association says that
vou mr=t get vour instructions from the ex-
ecutive after the elections.

Mr. A, Thomson: That is absolutely in-
correct,

Hon. P. COLLTER: Will the hon, member
deny that at the last conferenmce of the
memherg of the Primary Producers Assocja-
tion it wps laid down that after the elee-
fions were over, the elected members of
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the Country Party wounld meet in confer-
ence with the members of the executive and
decide their future attitude?

Mr, A, Thomson: No, not towards the
Government, but regarding actions of the
party.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is the attitude
of members of the Country Party in this
House.

Mr. A. Thomson: XNo.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Let us see what the
leader of the lon. member’s party said
ahout it. He said—

At the annual general conference of
branch delegates of the Primary Pro-
ducers Association held in Perth in Aug-
ust last, the question of the relationship
of the Country Party to other Parliament-
ary parties after the general elections
which were to be held in March, was con-
sidered and it was then determined that
this matter should be left to be decided
by a joint conference of the executive
of the association and the new Country
Party subsequent to the elections being
held. The joint conference of the execu-
tive and the Country Party was held to-
day and the matter was fully considered.

Hon. members know what the motion was
that was carried at that conferemce.

Mr, A, Thomson: Read the motion.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It does not bear on
the point I am making.

Mr, A. Thomson: It does.
read it, I will later on,

Houn, W, C. Angwin: It is proof of what
you have just contradicted.

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the hon. member
is so keen on the matter I will read the
motion. This is what it says—

That in the interests of stable Govern-
ment we are of thé opinion that the Coun-
try Party should co-operate with all’
parties on the Gfovernment side of the
House in the duties of government rely-
ing on the administration so formed, as
far as possible, to give effect to the
general policy outlined in the objective
and platform of the Country Party.

Hon. W. C, Apgwin: We can keep them
bound dpwn to those conditions.

Mr. A, Thomson: Why not?

Hon. P. COLLIER: ‘There were more
members of the executive than of the mem-
bers of this House present at that meeting.

Mr. A. Thomson: That is mot right,

Hon. P. COLLIER: The official organ of
the party, the ‘¢Primary Producer,’’ says
that that was the decision and that organ
is more responsible than the irrespongible
member for Katanning.

Mr. A. Thomson: That is all right; 1
simply happened to be therc.

Hon. P. COLLIER: There is evidence of
the fact that members belonging to the
Country Party were not in a position to say
whether they would support the Govern-
ment after the elections but only after, they
had gone down to the executive and re-

If you do not
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ceived their instructions. That is the plain
fact. It demonustrates that the members
of this Chamber, to whom I referred, are
committed to carry ount the instructions of
this outside body. Members of the Labounr
Party were never tied down in such a man-
ner during the whole history of the Labour
movement,

Mr. A. Thomson: That is absolutely in-
correct. '

Mr. Munsie: We have got a parrot in the
House again. .

Hon. P. COLLIER: T could teach any
partot to say ‘‘that is absolutely incorreet’’
in 24 hours, I have proved the correctness
of my statements from the quotation ap-
pearing in the official organ of the Primary
Producers’ Association, Members should
know that the Country Party members went
down to the executive but the executive did
net come here. Members of the executive
gat in their offices and members of Parlia-
ment went down to receive their instrue-
tions,

Hon. T. Walker:
mountain,

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is clear evidence
that the members of the Country Party were
not able to declare their attitude until they
had received instructions.

Mr. A. Thomson: We
ference meeting.

Hon. P, COLLTIER: 1 know you do, be-
cause you have got to.

Mr. A. Thomson: No, we have not got
to do so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We know that the
Leader of the Country Party and othera
have been carpeted by the organisation and
have to attend the executive meetings, That
is where they rcceive their instructions.

Mr. A. Thomson: The same as you attend
the Trades Hall.

The Speaker: Order!

Hon. P. COLLIER: The member for
Katanning is labouring under the new hon-
ours whieh bhave been thrust on him. He
will be able to refute my statements, if he
ean do so, later on. :

Mr. A. Thomson: I will refute them all
right.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Like all converts, the
member for EKatanning is an apostate, It
js generally the same; when an individual
jeins ap with a new party, he generally
advocates their claims more aggressively
than he &id the elaims of his old organisa-
tion. Some time ago the member got out
of the wet in time for the elections. .

Mr. A. Thomson: It was a pretty sub-
stantial majority at the last election.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: They did not know
you as welil as we do.

Mr. A. Thomson: You d4id your best to
get me ont.

Hon, P. COLLIER : The member for
Katanning should contain himself. He does
not like the truth. T repeat what I have
saidt before. We have, in the organisation
of the Primary Produeers’ Association, evi-

Mahomet went to the

attend every con-
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dence of the fact that the Country Party
werg hot able to tell the people what
action they were to take after the elec-
tions. The members arc mnot free to
take what action appeals te them as best.
Qne of the planks of the National Party—
they had 20 at the elections—set out that
members ghouldl be responsible only to their
constituents, At the same time the present
Government are holding offiece owing to the
support of more than half the Ministerial
Party who are not responsible to their con-
stituents bhut to an outside organisation,
gome members of which have even failed to
sccur: election to this Honse from time to
tire. I repeat, members of the Country
Party were not in a position to say whether
or not they would support the Government if
returned at the elections.

Mr. A, Thomson: That is incorrect.

Hon. T. Walker: That is all the member
for Katanning can say.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The member for Kat-
anuing has made a most intelligent interjec
tion, -

Mr. A Thomson: You know that is not so.

Ar. SPEAKER: Order! The member fot
Katanning must keep order,

Hon. P. @OLLIER: 1 know, Mr. Speaker,
that your years moke you tolerant of the ae-
tions of members but the hon. member for
Katanning is not able to understand a plain
proposifion any moere than he would be able
to nnderstand the plain factz about the ex-
planation of the saw milling lease extension.

Mr, Pickering: Do you understand it?

Hon. P. C(OLLIER: T notice that the mem-
ber for Syssex lapsed into silenee pretty
quickly. T do not know whether the unseen
hand of the executive was at work in his
case, but while he, together with the member
for Katanuing, were cxtremely baisterous
about 11 o'cloek the other night they were
absent on the following duy.

Mr. Pickering: I will have the opportunity
of dealing with the matter on the motion I
have brought forward.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Ii secms strange, too,
to sce the Minister for Mines, one of the
members of the Country Party, who also
goes down to the exeentive for instruetions.
More partieularly is this strange when one
remembers the sentiments expressed by the
Minister only within recent times, When the
Minister for Mines severed his connection
with the Lahour Party he made a direet de-
claration when he spoke at a meeting in the
eity. He =aid that they did not want to in-
troduce into the National Party’s movement
that which wonid mean a domination of. a.-
junta in control of Parlinment. He stated
that if there was one "thing the National
Party stood for-—he then belonged to the
Natiomal Party—it should be that every
member eleeted should be responsible to his
constituents and to no one else. How can
members hold that they are responsible to
their eonstituents only when thevy have to
meet an ontside cxeentive body in order to
detide whether or not they shall support the
Government? Not only in this respect, but



110

ever since the advent of the Country Party
into the polities of this State, we have had
this sort of thing going on. During the past
four or five years members of the Country
Party, althongh in a minority, have been ab-
solutely in control of the Government of this
country. The Premier and his Ministers
dare not refuse any request made to them
from time to time by the Primary Producers’
Association,

The Premier: Who makes the requesta?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Mr. Monger and his
executive have made their requests, The
Ministers, as well as thé Premier, and also
highly placed officials in the Government
Departments, bow to the authority of this
outside executive on all matters.

The Premier: They have never made any
requests to me.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They can say which
Ministers shall go East and so on,

Mr, MeCallum: They do not make requests,
they make demands.

Hon. P. COLLIER: They have never
ceased to make requests ‘and I do not know
whether it shows the influence of their or-
ganisation or not, hot the requests have been
agreed to.

Alr. Pickering: That is a complitient to ua,

Hou. P, COLLIER: Tt is a compliment to
the machine.

Mr. A, Thomson: You should talk about
machines;, ye gods!

Hon. P, COLLIER: At any rate, no mem-
ber of the Labour Party has ever been
compelled to attend regularly executive
meetings for the discussion of impertant
political questions, the decisions on which
have to be given effect to hy Parliamentary
members. Sueh a policy has never heen
foisted on the Labour Party.

Mr. A, Thomson: What about the hap-
penings in Sydney?

Hon. P. COLLIER: You do not know
what you are {alking about.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Come back to Perth,

Alr. Latham: They have carpeted Min-
isters anyhow.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You are young yet;
wait until Monger gets to vou.

Hon, P. COLLIER: This sort of thing
applies not only to the Government but to
highly placed officials. Taking the ‘ommis-
sioner of Railways for instance; a little while
agoe certain charges for demurrage were
levied. A deputation from the Primary
Producers’ Association waited npon the au-
thorities and their requests were complied
with, The organiser when speaking at a
meeting in the country a little while ago,
referred to the demurrage on wheat and
made a statement, as evidence of the power
and influence of this organisation. ¥e
sail:—

In regard to the recont charges for de-
mnrrage there has been a 50 per cent. re-
duction and sinee then the whole of the
demurrage has been refunded on the repre-
sentations of our association. Ons mem-
ber has received £45 refund, while the
whole of the charges have been wiped out.

- amount.
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I asked a guestion dealing with this matter
the other day and the Minister for Mines
replied that the amount involved was £393.
If the charges were not equitable, and
should have been refunded, thean the Com-
missioner of Railways should have been
able to do that without any deputation from
the exeentive of this party. .

The Minister for Agriculture: How does
an individual farmer put up a claim for de-
murrage in regard to wheat?

Hon, P. COLLIER; T do not kmow. The
statement was made by Mr. Johnson, organ-
iser of the association. The same thing ap-
plies to wool. 1 find it reported in the
 Primary Producer.’’ The paragraph
states—

The President reported that he and Mr.
Lee Steere had waited on the Commissioner
of Railways before the latter’s departure
for the Bastern States, and after consider-
able argument Mr. Pope decided to rebate
the whole of the demurrage Ievied in this
case.

The amount involved was £4,151.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: They contributed to
the election fund.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We see therefore the
power of this orgamisation. Tt ig little won-
der that the finances of the State are drifting
when a powerful body of thiz kind is able
to go along to the Commissioner of Railways
aud after considerable pressure secure a re-
bate of £4,151.

The Minister for Apriculture: Was that
the Pastoralists’ Association or the Primary
Producers' Assoviation?

Hon, P, COLLTER: The Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association, and the rebate was on
wool. The members of the association cer-
tainly were wmostly pastoralists whoe, only a
few months before, had subscribed a sub-
stantial sum of money towards the funds of
the party the members of which sit opposite.

Mr, Pickering: An organising fund,

Mr. Munsie: You did not use any of it
for political purposes; of course not.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt is putting unfair
pressare upon a responsible Government offi-
cer when he finds a deputation from a body
which he krows has politiea! representation
in the Cabinet, and which has eonsiderahle
pewer in this House, making a demand of the
nature which T have deseribed. 1t places the
official in a most invidious pesition indeed.
If as the Minister stated yesterday the
Commissioner was entirely justified in re-
mitting this amount of £4,151, it ig difficult
to understand why, arcording to the report
which I have read, it was necessary to apply
special pressure on the Commissioner in order
to induce him to make a refund of the
Another instance of the manner
in whieh this executive is contreiling the Gov-
ernment of this State may be quoted. The
organisation has decided what legislation is
to be introduced during the present sevsion.
At the same meefing of the exeeutive of that
organisation the questiomr eame up of the
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introduction of a gold buyers’ Bill and this
is what the report says—

My, Bloxsome introdueed the question of
the proposed gold buyers’ Bill which was
suobmitted by the Chamber of Mines. Tt
was decided to adopt the recommendation
of the Mining Committee to assist, by
means of a deputation (to the Premier and
the -Minister for Mines) requesting the
Government to introduce this Bill at the
opening of Parliament as a Government
measure. The Mining Assoeiation is to be
requested to eo-operate on the deputation.
The deputation is to be introduced by the
Leader of the Country Party, who will be
aecompanied by as many members of the
party as may be available.

And listen to this—

An advance copy of the Bill will be sent

to the Minister for his information.
Not only do they request the Government to
inrtrodunee legislation covering a certain ques-
tion, but they have the impertinence to draft
the Bill. The Bili comes beforc the execu-
tive. The exceutive considers it clause by

clause and deeide what form it shall take, -

and then send it to the Minister and say,
‘‘Here you are, introduce this Bill.’’ Then,
of course, the Bill is accepted by the Gov-
ernment and it is referred to in the Gover-
nor’s Speech. Just imagine the power of
this executive! The Leader of the Country
Party represents a rural hamlet somewhere in
the wheat areps, and most of the members of
the same party have no interests whatever in
the goldfields or in mining matters; yet the
Chamber of Mines, who a little while ago
were wise in their day and generation, rea-
lised that if they desired to have any influ-
enee in connection with the legislation intro-
duced by the Government now in office, their
only chance was to join up with the Primary
Producers’ Party.

Mr. A. Thomson: Do you not know that
the leader of our party represents a mining
constitueney?

Hon, P. COLLIER: The hon. member need
not make such an inawe interjeetion. The
Leader of the Country Party has one or two
small mines in a eorner of his constituency,
but the matter to which I am referring was
brought before the exeeutive, and that execu-
tive decided that the Bill had to be intro-
dneed, and it was sent to the Minister, who
accepted it. Were it not for the influence of
this body—and I mention this to show how
they are ecootrolling the Government—the
Bill would never have been brought forward.
T never heard the present Minister for Mineg
during the whole pertod that I was associated
with him, suggest that it was necessary to
introduce a gold buyers’ Billl. I do not
even know that the hon. member ever con-
sidered the question.

The Minister for Mines: I will ge throngh
the files and see what you thought abont it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Bnt as soon as the
matter is taken up by the executive of the
Primary Producers’ Association that body
adopt the Bill presented to them by the
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Chamber of Mines, and the Minister fur
Mines in accordance with the position he
oceupies in the party has no alternative but
to agree to introduce the Bill.

The Minister for Mines: The hon. member
knows that the Premiers’ conference asked
that the Bill should be introduced so that
there might be uniformity throughout Ans-
tralia.

Hon. P, COLLIER: I know that the Bill
has been asked for by the Chamber of Mines
for many years past—this and other Bills as
well—-and the Premicrs’ conference perhayps
also requested that the Bill shonld be intro-
duced, but no definite proposal ever came
forward until it was submitted through the
channels of the Primary Producers’ Assp-
ciation. They drafted the Bill and sent it
along a8 a maiter of courtesy to the Minis-
ter for Mines. Those are the plain facts of
the case. The same executive was also able
to appoint a deputation consisting of three
or four of its members to call upon Minis-
ters,

The Minister for Mines: That is not an
unusual course.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But the unusuoal eourse
was that they appointed a deputation to wait
on the Minister for Edueation, the Minister
for Agpricelture, and the Colonial Seerctary.
Tt must have been a very important matter
that they desired to discuss when it required
the presence of three Ministers of the Crown.
The deputation went along and when the
Press accompanied them in the ordinary way
to report the proceedings they were tald that
the deputation was to be a seeret one. There-
fore the Press were exclrded. The publie
werg afterwards informed that the object
of the deputation was to discuss questions
relating to the wheat pool. I want to know
why this executive has been able to exercise
sufficient influence to obtain a sceret inter-
view with Ministers concerning matters of
preat public interest. Is it contended that
anything relating to the wheat pool does not
concern the general community? What right
has this body to decide when the Press shall
be present at a deputation of auch a nature?
I recall the time when the Labour Party were
in office, members now sitting on the Gov-
ernment benches were in oppesition, thun-
dered aeross the floor of the House allegations
of secret dealings with regard to the ad-
ministration of the party to which T belong.
They were always clamouring for us to come
out inte the open.

* The Minisier for Agriculture: Thefe wns
no neeessity for secreecy in our case.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Why were the Press
not admitted? The executive of the Asso-
citation discussed in private matters with
three Ministers, two of whom belonged te
their Associntion, and who take their in-
structions from that executive.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Mot the three.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, the Colonial See-
retary does not belong to that party. :
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Hon. W. C. Angwin: He might belong to
it before the mext election.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The subject of the
interview should have been discussed in public.

The Minister for Agriculture: It could
bave been diseussed in St. George’s-terrace.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Then, why was it not
diseussed in publiec? It is all very well for
the Minister to make that remark now.

The Minister for Agriculture: It was a
matter of tactics. |

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt was a matter of
great public interest, Does the hon. member
consider that a deputation from an important
pelitical organisation has the right to wait
upon threc Ministers of the Crown and see-
rotly discuss matters affecting the general
welfare of the people? Does he stand for
that kind of thing? Does he say that that
kind of thing is righty If the Minister de-
elares there is no reason for exeluding the
Press, why was not a statement made to that
effect?

The Minister for Agrienlture:
foolish course to adopt.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Perhaps it was the
foolish practice of unsophisticated bucolics.
But it could hardly be said that the experi-
enced Minister for Edueation was unsophis-
ticated enough to make a statement of that
kind., I protest against the secret and under-
hand influence of this executive in the diree-
tion of being able to go to the Commissioner
of Railways and get wiped out no less a
sum than over £4,000 in connection with weol
and £393 in connection with wheat—charges
which the Commissioner had previously re-
fused to remit. We find that it was only
when pressure was brought to bear and the
influence of the executive of the organisation
was exercised that the Commissioner thoughi
it would be good tactics on his part, having
regard to the positien of the Government
and his Ministerial chief, to agree to the
request,

The Minister for Mines: T gave yon the
reasons yesterday in angwer to your ques-
tion.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, but they did not
fit in with the report of the deputation. The
Minister declared that the Commissioner was
justifiedl in remitting the charges on wool
but the report of the deputation declares that
a great deal of tronble was experienced, and
it was only after pressure was applied that
the Commissioner yielded.

The Minister for Mines:
pressare,

Hon. P. COQLLIER: After considerable ar-
gument, then, Tt is little wonder that we have
a deficit when this outside irresponsible body
are able to control members and through
their members control the Government.
When they first took office in 1916, the Gov-
ernment of the day, because the Country
Party members held the balance of power in
this House, immediately remitted charges all
along the line, charges with regard to fertil-
jsers, district railway rates and other items,

It was a
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amounting in the aggregate to something
[ike £100,000 or mare,

The Premier: They had nothing to do with
the reduetion of freights. ¥ou cannot blame
them for that.

Hon. P, COLLIER: They had in 1916.

The Premier: No, they did not.

Hon, W. (0 Angwin: That was part of
the bargain. .

Hon, P. (OLLTER: When the late Hon.
Frank Wilson took office, he was promised
the snpport of members of the Country Party
in this House at that time, conditionally upon
his making those reductions, and I can quote
that to the Premier if he wighes it.

The Premier: We had that framed before-
hand.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But that was one of
the conditions, and from that day to this,
every demand made by the Country Party
has been acceded to by the Government, be-
canse thiy was necessary in order to preserve
their governmental existence. We see the
same thing in conneetion with the wheat pool.
Let us now turn to the wheat pool. The
Government, 1 understand, propose to con-
tinue the wheat pool for the coming season,
so far as this State is concerned. I do not
know how they are going to deo it, or whether
it will be practicable without the co-opera-
tion of the Eastern States. So far as T am
coneerned, I offer no objection to a wheat
pool, not even to the establishment of a
permanent wheat pool. I have made my posi-
tion perfeetly elear in this House on more
than ore oceasion. I wounld not be oune to
throw the farmers of the country back at the
merey of the wheat buyers, and T.do not
want to see the wheat growers ever get baek
to the time when they will have to sell their
wheat for 3s. or 3s. 6d. a bwvshel, as they had
to do in pre-war days. The farmer, just as
any other worker in the community, is en-
titled to a fair return for his labour, and I
would see that the price of wheat for loeal
consumption—even if we cannot govern the
price for oversea sales-—was fixed at a rate
which would ensure to the farmer a fair and
even generous return for the labour he ex-
pends in producing the wheat. But when it
comes to taking complete control of the wheat
pool, such as the Country Party have done in
the past year or two, and fixing a price for
wheat for local consumption which, in all the
cirermstances, is extortionate, T say it is
time to check their power of control.

Hon. T. Walker: To regulate it.

Hon, P. COTLIER: Yes. It is nothing
short of a seandal that the consumers of this
country are at the present time paying 9s.
a bushel for wheat for loeal consumption.
Again, as showing the influence of this
organisntion, when the priec was 7s. 8d. per
busghel, hefore it was raised to 9s. per bushel
last vear, the members of this organisation
in this Hpuse and the executive outside of the
House, declared that for the scason’s wheat,
that is for the year we are now in, the price they
ghould receive for wheat for home consump-
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tion should be based on the world’s parity.
Their representative went over to Melbourne
to a meeting of the Wheat Board with the
fixed determination that the people in this
State should pay the world parity price.

The Premier: That was the law.

Hon. P. COLLIER: It was not. When
they found out over there that there was a
tendency for the price of wheat in Lendon
and other parts of the world to fall, they
decided that world’s parity for the whole of
this year would not be too good for them.
It was realised that the price might fall even
below the then price of 7s. 8. per hushel
and, in order to hold the consumers of this
country at their merey, they said, “*We will
charge 93. per bushel for the whole of this
year, from January to December,. regardless
of what the price might be in other parts of
the world.’” That price was endorsed by the
present Government. They were not com-
mitted to it by reason of the fact that the
price had been fixed by the Wheat Board in
Melbo-rne. It was open to the Government
of this State to fix any priee they liked.

The Minister for Agricultore: They struek
a good average.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know that
they did. I do not know what the wheat has
averaged.

The Minister for Agriculture. Over 9s.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I would like to see
the informationn. We are told from time to
time by members of the board that the price
realised up to date has averaged 9s. or over.
We do know, however, that there have been
sales of a considerable quautity of wheat at
much below the price of 9s. We know that
wheat has been sold to Germany even for
7s. 7d. o bushel and six months’ eredit given
at that. This is a nice state of affairs, Tf
. a year or two ago I, br anyone aszociated
with this movement, had deelared that when
the war was over we ought to forget the
strife of the past and feed the Germans by
supplying them with wheat at a lower price
than we supplied it to our own people, what
would have been done to him? He would
have been gaoled and references would have
been made to the German gold he was re-
ceiving, He would have been stigmatised as
a pro-German and a disloyalist if he had
dared to suggest that the Germans shounld
be supplied with our wheat at a lower price
than our own people.

Mr. Underwood: They eonly seld to Ger-
many becanse nobody else weuld buy it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I suppose they
sold to Clermany_ becanze it  was a
" good business deal. I am mot complaining
- of the sale to Germany, but T am complain-
jng, and I am justified in complaining too,
that we are selling to Germany at a lower
price than to our people. This is nothing
short of a scandal.

The Minister for Agriculture: We are
selling it at market value at the day pof sale.

Hon, P. COLLIER: But we are not selling

to our own people at that same market value.
That is the difference. If we can sell it fo

-113

Germany at 73. 7d. or 8s. a bushel, or what-
gver the market price is, and we are charg-
ing our own people 9s. a bushel, we are rob-
bing our own people to the extent of la. 5d.
a bushel,

The Minister for Apgriculture: You ought
to review the circumstances of the previoug
Year.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Never mind the pre-
vious year., The Premier will say that we
vught to assist our produeers, I will go as
far as the Premier in assisting the wheat
growers and other producers legitimately, hut
we should not go so far in assisting ouwr
producers as to penalise our consumers, We
find, too, that wheat has been sold for grist-
ing into flour, for export to the islands to
sell to the coloured races, at about 7s. a
bushel. For months past it has not heen
possible to purchase ome bushel of wheat in
this State for gristing into flour for loeal
consumption for less than 9s. a bushel, while
at the same time large quantities of wheat
were sold for as low a figure as 7s, for grist-
ing into flour for export to the islands and to
South Africa, so mueh so that we read in
this morning’s paper that the S8onth African
Government have had to put a duty on flour
to prevent dumping. We in Western Aus-
tralia are paying £20 a ton for our fiowr
to-day, and flour has been sold in Sout
Africa for £16 93. 3d. a ton. ’

Hon. T. Walker: Our flour, too.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes. Is that an equit-
able arrangementy Will any member say
that such a condition of things would be
permitted to continue were it not for the
controlling influence of the primary produe-
ers’ executive?

Mr. Latham: It has existed for many years,
you know.

Hon, P. COLLIER: What has?®

Mr, Latham: This parity price,

Hon. W. C. Angwin: No, it has not.

My, Latham: Review the meat markets.
You have been selling your meat at a higher
price here than on the London market for
years past.

Hon, T. Walker: Do two wrongs make a
right?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tt might be said that
we had cheap bread during the war, bread
a8 cheap as any part of the world. But that
is beside the question. We ought to have
had it. The farmer would not have been able
to sell his wheat at all; his wheat wonld
have been quite unsaleable but for the back-
ing and security he obtained from the Gov-
crnment of this country, and what security
had the Government got? Why, tho backing-
of the whole of the people of this country,
and that backing which enabled the farmera
to get those high prices has beemn wused to
fleece the very people who stand as security
for thoss prices. :

The Minister for Mines: That docs not
catch the point that the executive of the
primary producers influenced the Govern-
ment to continue the wheat pool. They never
approached the Government until after the
announcement was made.
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Hon. P. COLLIER: Officially they may
not have done so, but we know that ever
since the commencement of this year, day
after day, demands have been made by rep-
resentative men of the association, hoth in
Parliament and out of Parliament, that the
wheat pool must be continued.

Hon. W. C., Angwin: Each member had a
Jetter.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Premier knew
perfeetly well when he made the announce-
ment that the pool would be continued. He
knew that the whole organisation, both in-
side and outside of Parliament, demanded it
and wanted it.

The Premier: No, the situation demanded
it.

Mr. Pickering: There are other States that
realise the same position. .

Hon. P. COLLIER: Apparently this will
be the only State with a wheat pool.

The Minister for Agriculture: And New
South Wales.
Hon. P, COLLIER: That is so. I do not

know if a wheat pool can be successfully
organised by the two States.

Mr., Munsie: What will be the good of
a pool here if there is none in South Aus-
tralia%

Hon. P. COLLIER: I can see great diffi-
culties in successfully organising a pool with
some of the States standing out. I can only
hope that the Government will be able to
organise a pool for the benefit of the farm-
ers.

Mr. C. C. Maley: A compulsory pool?

Hon. P, COLLIER: Yes.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: God help the Gov-
ermment if they do not get one; especially in
regard to the Industries Assistance Board,

Hon. P. COLLIER: If the farmers are
going to have the Lenefit of a pool, that is
the organised power of the Government of
the country, to assist them to obtain a fair
price for their wheat, they, in return, should
be prepared to sell their wheat for home con-
sumption at a fair and reasonable price, and
9s. per bushel is not a fair and reasonable
price. No support of mine will be given to
the continuance of a pool unless the price of
93, a bushel is reviewed. It is not too late to
review it mow. The farmers have had seven
months of it already.

" Mr. Latham: Western Australia eannot do
.

Hon. P, COLLIER;: Western Australia can
do it. The hon, member is mistaken in
making that statement. That matter was
thoroughly discussed in this House last ses-
sion. Each State iz nabsolutely free and
independent with regard to the prices it
fixes for wheat for local consumption.-There
i3 nothing to prevent this State to-morrow
reducing the price of wheat to any amount
it thinks fit. -

The Minister for Agrieulture: If it did
so, what would the position be with regard
to the other States?

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Minister knows
that what I say is correct. I want to ask
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members of the Government if they think
it a fair thing to be selling our wheat to
Germany, and to the Asiatics in the Islands,
and to South Africa, at 7s, or 7s. 7d. a
bushe)l and charging our own people 93, a
bushel?

The Premier: You know we gold to our
own people at 93. when the export value
way over 10s, )

Hon, W. C. Apgwin: And at 4s. 6d. a
bushel whan you ¢ould have had an. open
market.

Hon, P. COLLIER: We s0ld wheat, in the
earlier years of the war, for loeal consump-
tion, at much below the parity price. 1
admit that, but although it was lLelow the
varity price of ds. 6d. or 5s., it, neverthe.
less, was much higher than could have been
obtained without the support of the Gov-
ernment of the country.

The Minister for Agriculture: But that
wheat which ig going to Germany is prob-
ably costing the purchasers about 30s. per
bushel, on the basis of the rate of exehango,

Mr. Corboy: What are we getting out of
it#

Hon. P. COLLIER: And those purchasers
are getting six months’ credit as well,

The Minister, for Agriculture: For which
they have to pay.

Hon. P, COLLIER: This is the attitude
of hon. members opposite, who three or four
vears ago declared that never again would
Australia trade with Germany. When Mi.
Hughes returned from England last year,
he said on the wharf, “*If you want ever
again to trade with Germany, you will
bave to get some other Prime Minister; I
will not do it.?’

The Premier: He is not really doing it
this time.

Hon. F. COLLIER: He is doing it to this-
extent, that the Australian Wheat Pool
would not have been possible without the
support of the Commenwealth Government.
The Premier knows that.

The Premier: But the Prime Minister hag
nothing to do with the sale of the wheat,

Hon. P. COLLTER: If Mr, Hughes still
holds his opinion of last year with regard
to Germany, be would simply tell the Aus-
tralian Wheat Pool

Hon. T. Walker: He approved of the
sales to Germany, approved of them in the
Federal House,

Hon, P. COLLIER: Yes. But this is
really by the way. Again I say it is an
absolute scandal that we shounld bz selling
wheat for export at a lower price than our
own people are paying. Although the gen-
eral public of this State are getting wheat
at 93. per bushel, those people who requira
wheat for poultry or pig raising, or other
purposes not calling for first class wheat,
have been compelled to pay as high as 1ls.
and 12s. per hushel. Hon. members know
that men who embarked their all in poultry
farming and pig raising around Perth have
been ruined, as o resuli.
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The Minieter for Agriculture: The other
night they declared in the Bobemia Hall
that they were never so prosperous,

Hon, P. COLLIER: They made no such
declaration as that a few months ago. 1
could take the Minister down to Bayswater
along the banks of the Swan and show him
various poultry farms off which the owners

have walked, leaving behind them their few .

hundred pounds of invested capital; and
this owing to the price of wheat being too
high.

Mr, Latham: Or werc eggs too cheap?

Mr. Pickering: The poultry farmers could
pass on the high price of wheat.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Not
When the price of an article or a com-
modity reaches a certain point, further in-
creages in cost cannot be passed on, simply
because the people refuse to buy the article
or the commeodity. Most assuredly, people
in general were not buying eggs at 3s. and
4s. per dozen.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: They had not the-

money to buy them. I did not have an
egg for three months; I could not afford it,
And other people found themselves in the
same pogition.

Hon., P. COLLIER: I want to tell the
Premier that if he is about to take steps
to introduce legislation eonstituting another
wheat pool, I hope ha will introduce it at a
very early date. T do not want this House
to be discussing Bills dealing with the ¢on-
tinuance of the Wheat Pool at a stage of
the session when it is too late for us to
rejeet sach measures, when the Government
have aiready commiited the country to cer-
tain expenditure and te a eertain policy,
and it is impossible for us to retrace our
steps. 1 hope the Premier will afford
the House a very early opportunity ot
discussing the matter—an opportunity
sufficiently early to enable us to decide,
free and untrammeiled, what shall be
dene, withoat the Government being
committed in any way. TFor my part
I shall try to see that the people of this
country obtain wheat for home consumption
at rensonable prices before I give any sup-
port to the continuance of the Wheat Pool.

The Premier: Homours under the wheat
scheme are fairly easy, you know.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I presume the Premier
is referring to the price of wheat during the
earlier stages of the pool. We are now told
by the Minister for Agrieulture that the
wheat of last season seold to date has aver-
aged over 9s,

The Minister for Agriculture: For oversea.

Hon. P; COLLIER: I mean for oversea,
T do not know why there has been so much
seerecy about the matter. We are given no
definite information. Oceasionally a state-
ment to the same effect as that made by
the Minister for Agriculture to-day is made.
If the position is as stated, it is rather
strange that such large quantities of our
wheat should be zold fo the East Indies and
to Germany at a price considerably below

indefihitely.,
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9s. I consider, however, that 9s. is too high.
The previous price of 7s. 8d. was a very
fair and profitable price to the grower, and
fair to the consumer as well, The fact that
the growers’ representatives declined to eon-
tinue selling wheat at that price will react
to the detriment of the farmers in the very
near future.

the

The FPremier:
farmers,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I am referring to hon.
members who profess to speak for the
farmers and to represent them.

The Premier: The farmers would not have
fixed the price at 7s. 8d.

Hon. P. COLLIER: When the price was
fixed at 7s. 8d., the farmer was well satisfied.

The Premier: He was satisfied.

Hon. P. COLLIER: He was very well satis-
fied. T remember that at the time we were
touring the wheat belt, every little gathering
of farmers by the roadside, on learning that
the Government were going to guarantee Da.
per bushel for that season’s wheat, was
highly delighted; and right through that tour
the Premier was a hero to the farmers.

The Minister for Agriculture: The price
guaranteed was ‘‘not less than 5s.”

Hon. P. COLLIER: Very well; it meant
that the farmer was satisfied even if he did .
not get more than 658. When, subsequently,
the price was raised to 7s. 8d., the farmer
was still better pleased. But the price was
being fixed by the representatives of the
growers, The consumers have had no say in
the matter. If this State is going to con-
tinue the wheat pool, and as a result ensure
the farmer higher prices than he could ob-
tain in the ahsence of the pool, then I say
the consuming public are entitled to repre-
sentation on the Wheat Board, who fix the
price of wheat. The fixing of the price
onght not to be left entirely to the man who
has the wheat to sell.

The Minister for Agrieulture: I cordially
agree with you.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Very well. I hope the
Minister will remember that when the Bill is
being drafted. The farmer, let me point out,
always has had to submit to someone else
fixing the price at which he should sell his
wheat. It is the buyer that has always fixed
the price of wheat, and not the seller and
grower, But I would not entirely deprive
the farmer of a say in the matter. At the
same time, the purchaser, the consumer, must
have a voiee in the business as well. The
farmerzs would be well advised, I consider,
to concede some measure of relief in this
direction.

The Minister for Agrieulture: We will take
the member for North-East Fremantle (Hon.
W. C. Angwin) to Tepresent the consumers.

Hon., P. COLLIER: Such an appeintment
would work cut to the advantage not only of
the consumers, but also of the wheat growers.
I hope that as the result of experience in
recent years of eo-rverative handling of
wheat, even if the Government should step

You cannof blame
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out of the business after this season, the
farmers will have been enabled to organise
some scheme by which they can continue on
a co-operative basis, instead of finding them-
selves at the merey of the wheat buyers as
in the pre-war days. For my part I would
be prepared to continve Government assist-
ance to the wheat pool beyond this season if
necessary, or until such time as the farmers
are organised to such an extent as will en-
able them to free themselves from the elutches
of the profitecring wheat buyers. I eall to
mind the faet that Mr. John Darling, a
South Australian wheat buyer, died leaving
an estate valued for probate at £1,770,000.
That amount of momey was accumulated in
the course of one man’s lifetime, practic-
ally in 80 years. It was a sum whieh, in
large part, really helonged to the South Aus-
tralian farmers, I hope the wheat growers
will be able to relieve themselves of such a
position in all the years that are ahead of
us, as well as during the few years that are
immediately past. Next I desire to refer
to the position of the labour market in this
State. Of course it is not a singular or an
uncommon thing that we should have a very
considerable number of umemployed in West-
ern Australia, I am free to admit that dur-
ing my visit to the Eastern States I found
congiderable numbers of unemployed in nearly
every capital city; at any rate, unemployed
were numerous in Melbourne, in Sydney, and
in Brisbane. And so we have them here as
well. But I would like to draw the attention
of the Minister for Mines to the faet that
unemployment is at present extremely aeute
in Boulder. From inquiries I made, and from
information that has reached me through vari-
ous sources, I believe it is not an exaggera-

tion to say that there are fully 1,000 men-

out of work scattered about the various gold-
fields to-day. It is a very hard thing to
place those men in employment, I know. The
Premier seems to take up the position—and
I appreciate his difficulty in finding work for
a large number of men suddenly thrown out
of employment—that unless all the men who
are ont of work will accept the employment
that he offers, then he has no farther re-
sponsibility in the matter: Now, we cannot
send every man who is out of work to elear
land, any more than we can find work for
every man at his customary calling. But it

is not reasonable to expect tradesmen,
clerks, mincrs, men who have followed
particular  occupations in various parts

of the State for a number of years, sud-
denly to undertake the heavy and exhaust-
ing work of clearing land. Besides, I ven-
ture to say that men who have had no ex-
perience of that work would not earn very
much at land clearing, though it may be true
that experienced men can make good wages
at it. I think the Government should en-
deavour to find some other opening for the
men I have in view. Would it not be pos-
gible to start some public works which would
help to relieve the situation? I know of hun-
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dreds of men who Lave been for many years,
possibly 20 or 25 years, in the one mining
town, and have never followed any oceupa-
tion but mining sinee their boyhood. Many
of them are now middle-aged, or even fur-
ther advanced in years, and they are wholly
unfitted for any such work as that offered
them by the Premier, namely, land clearing,
The position on the goldfields is almost a
desperate one. Unfortunately, the mining
industry has been taking what may almost
be termed a downward plunge during the past
year or two. Whilst the production of gold
has been declining for 15 or 16 years in this
State, it is unfortunately true that dwring
the pdst six or 12 months, and especially
during the past six months, the production
has gone dewn almost with a run, with the
result that 500 or 600 miners in the Kalgoor-
lie and Boulder districts were thrown out of
work. Hundreds of these have been out of
work now for five or six months—men who
have saved a little money and are now living
on their capital,

The Minister for Mines: Ts not the posi-
tion to some extent due to the cost of pro-
duction?

Hon. P. COLLIER: Undoubtedly, to some
extent. I do not know how we can meet
the situation. Every increase in mining costs,
every rise ip the price of mining requisites,
each raising of railway freghts, tends to
bring some mining propoesition below the pro-
fit-earning point, with the resolt that a num-
ber of men are thrown out of work. The
same thing applies to large numbers of men
in Perth, I understand. Therefore, I do hope
that the Government will endeavour to de-
vise fome means by which those men can be
placed in work. There is, of conrse, land
settlement, with which subject is wrapped up
the subject of immigration. Let me say at
once that whilst I stand, and always have
stood, for a policy of immigration, I am not
prepared to support any policy which will
continually bring inte the State considerable
numbers of men and women from oversea,
whilst we are, at the same time, unable to
find profitable employment for our cwn peo-
ple who are pmow in the State. That is a
position which eannot be justified. As 3
matter of faet, it does not seem fair to the
people we propose to bring in. Tt is not a
very enconraging introduction to the State
for the neweomers to find that we have hun-
dreds of our own people who cannot secure
employment.

The Minister for Agriculture: Do vou not
think that by coming here they will create
more emplovment?

Hon. P. COLLIER: 1In certain eircum-
stances they will. Tf we are going to ab-
sorb them in production, they will perhaps
in turn create employment.

The Colonial Secretary: Only a certain
class of immigrant is new coming ont. There
are no tradesmen among them.

Hon, P. COLLTER: I understand that the
only stipulation is that they shail be ex-
service men, Doubtless there are in England
considernble numbers of ex-service men who
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are tradesmen, just as in Anstralia. The
hon. member will not tell me that if a man
had Leen a tradesman in England and ap-
plied to come out as an ex-service man he
would be refused?

The Colonial Secretary: It has been de-
vided that they shall not come out as trades-
men?

Hon. P. COLLIER: That applies to all
who are eoming out, Et does not matter
what trade they have been following, they
have to go on the land; but if a tradesman
in the Old Couutry were willing to go on
the land here, he weould not be refused a pas-
Bage,

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Under the overseas
sctilement scheme, he would not be refused
a passage even if he came cut as a tradesman,

Hon, P. COLLIER: I do not know where
we are going to settle them all.

The Colonial Secretary: Some 200 came
out the other day, and all were placed.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes but where, on the
land?

The Colonial Sceretary: On farms, to gain
uxperience,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Wec owe a duty to our
own people first. Much as we desire to en-
courage a suitalle class of oversea immi-
grant, we owe a duty to our own people. If
we have land available fdr settlement, we
ought to afford residents of the Statc an
opportunity to acquire that land.

The Premier: We always have done so.

Hou. P. COLLIER: But we cannot do it.
T have spoken to officers of the Lands De-
partment and asked where I could advise a
number of men from the goldfields to ga to
obtain land, and the answer I have got was
that really they did not know where there
was any available.

The Premier: Ounly to-day 1 agreed to
throw open some Esperance land, especially
for miners. They can get as muoch land a:
they like in the South-West.

Mr. Munsie: I had a man applying for
three months. ¥e went to the department ¢
number of times, yet they say they cannot
find him a block in the South-West for some
time to come.

The Premier:
moTrow morning,
: Mr. Munsie: Well, your seeretary cannot
do it.

Hon. P. COLLTER: There would he mo
diffieulty in getting 400 or 500 men from
lT\':l‘ligoorlio and Boulder willing to go on the
and.

The Minister for Mines: But that iz gb-

Jjeeted to up there,

Tlon, P. COLLIER: Who objects?

The Minister for Mines: The loeal trades-
peaple.

Hon, P, COLLIER: But that is a stupid
idea. Tf we eannot find work in the mines
for the miners, we must send themm somewhere
clse, Tt is stupid to say, “‘You mnst not
take them away; they most stay here aml
buy our pickles and jams and other goods.’’.

[€] .

I will get him a block W
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The Premier: There will be 400 hlocks
available at Kaperauee.

Hon, P. COLLTER: Have I the Premier’s
assurance that these blocks will be reserver
for goldficlds men?

The Premier: I do not know whether they
will take all of them,

Hon, P. Collier: But if they do desire to
take the lot?

The Premier: Tf they let me know that
they want them, I will see that they get
them,

Hon, P. COLLIER: There will be no (liffi-
culty in getting hundreds of goldfields people
to take land anywhere the Government may
advise them to go. They are willing to take
land anywhere if assured that they will be
able to make good.

The Premier: Are we not in partnership
in regard to 509

Hon. P, COLLIER: Yes. The FPremicr
proposcs to place 50 men from the goldfields
in a community settlement in Oectober next.
But 50 men are only a dvop in the occan,

The Premier: That is all they asked for
at the time.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Yes, but there arc
four times 50 clamouring to get away and
go on the land if possible.

The Premier: 1 o not know of them.

They can get this Ksperanee land. They can
get 300 blocks in the South-West if they
wiant them. Those Dblocks are already sur-
veyed.
* Hon, P. COLLIER: T shall be able to get
a good many men for those blocks. We have
a duty to our own people who desire to scttle
on the land.

The Premier: 1 have always had theso
men eoming along asking for land, and T
have never failed to do anything L could for.
them.

1Ton, P. COLLTER: T want to assurc the
Premier that T am not making these state-
ments by way of complaint. T admit that
the Premier has done very wmueh, perhaps
mere than any other man in the State, to
settle men on the land, and T know that he
is still desirous of continning the poliey of
land fettlement as rapidly as he ean. T hope
that in pursnance of that policy he will make
available as soon as possible a number of
blocks in the South-West, or other part of
the State, which will ecnable thaose ont of
employment on the goldfields to strike out
for themselves, ad not sit down in hopeless
fashion as some people would have them do.

Mr. Stubbs: S8ide by side with the pro-
poscéd settlement of these people on the land,
it will be necessary to construct railways.
Tt is of no use dumping men down 40 or 50
miles from a railway. ‘

T'he Premier: No man is ever sent 40 or
50 miles from a railway.

1Ton. P. COLLTER: 1 understand that
the hlocks in the South-West referred to by
the T'remier are faivly elose to existing rail-
ways?

The Premicr:
right,

The transport is quite all
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Hon. P. COLLIER: If necessary, when we
exhaust the possibilties of settlement along
cxisting railways, we shall have to extend our
railwvay system; but I am going to oppose
the construction of new railways for the por-
pose of settling a few score of settlers here
or there at great cxpense while we have eon-
siderable areas of land unused along existing
lines. Dealing with the question of the settle-
ment of returned soldiers, the Premier in-
fermed ws that 5,506 certifieates had been
granted, and that 3,954 men were scttled on
the land, But that leaves 1,552 men who ob-
tained certificates but have not taken up
Jand.

The Premier: I do not know where they
are.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No doubt a consider-
ahle number of them altered their intentio:
alter obtaining the certificates, and dil ne*
po on with it. [ know of a large number
who were unable to get land, and I know of
numbers who spent a great deal of money
travelling around the State trying to find
suitable land. Still, I think the number
settied, wnamely 3,954, constitutes a very
cond  record, considering that we did
not expect that we should settle that many
when the policy was entered upon. I want
to say again, and incidentally to endorse the
sentiments  expressed by the member for
York, that the poliey pursued by the Gov-
ernment has not been a sound one. The Pre-
mier informed me to-day in reply to a ques:
tion that of the 3,934 men settled, 1;900 odd
have been settled on single farms which have
been purchased for them. We have total com-
mitments amounting to £4,383,000 of Joan

wney. We are borrowing money, a consider-
aole sam each year, in order to carry on this
soldier settlement peliey. If that money is
going -to give ws a return, if it is not going
to further embarrass our finanees—-—

The Premier. Ti will not do that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We ought to see that
loan money put into this proposal is put in
with a view to inereasing production.

The Premier: So it is,

Hon. P. COLLIER: But what is the bene-
fit to the State, except that we spent perhaps
a couple of willion pounds in buying out
1.9000 farms in order to put 1,900 others in
their places? Tt will not increase the area
under cultivation by one acre.

The Premier: OQh yes, it does.

Mr, Tatham: Some of the estates were cut
up.

Hon, P. COLLTER: Buat those 1,900 pur-
chases were single farms. As a result of those
transactions we shall not inercase the pro-
duction of wheat hy a single bushel.

The Premier: Yes we shall,

Hon. P. COLLTER: Only to the extent
that the new farmer will be a better one than
the old, and T doubt if, on the whole, that will
b the result.

The Minister for Mines: A lot of the

 farms purchased were not actually werked.
exeept to the extent of complying with the
Act,
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Hon. P. COLLIER: It is very desirable
from the soldiers' point of view that he
should seeure an improved farm, but from
the State’s point of view it is not good po-
licy. All our land settlement should aim at
bringing an increased area under production.

The Premier: I entirely agrec with that.
Every acre of Crown Jand within the settled
wheat area has gone to soldiers. We could
do no more.

Hon, P. COLLIER:
mare Crown land left?

The Premier: Not within the wheat area,
not first-class land.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Government hatl
not any Crown lands available for soldiers
in the wheat areas, and so they had to buy
somecbody eise out.

The Premier: In the wheat ares, yes.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is what I say.
At the same time we propose to pursue a
policy of immigration year after year, by
which we are going to make new settlers.

The Premier: Not wheat farmers,

Hon. P. COLLIER: Probably they will
be settled in other parts of the State, T
wnderstand that the- great majority of the
soldiers would not take np any oilher than
wheat Jand, and that a great many of them
have gone on to wheat lands who were not
there before. ItSs not a good poliey for the
State. Tt reads well to say that we have
settled 3,954 soldiers,

Mr. Mann: Yon get quicker returns.

Hon. P. COLLTER: T do uot know in
what way that applies. Tf a man has been
farming in the wheat belt and has worked
his farm to its full produectivity, and he sells
it to a soldier, T do not sce how there can
be a quicker return from such o farm.

My, Mann: The soldier gets a quicker re-
furn,

Hon. P. COLLTER: I appreciate the fact
that soliliers desire to scenre improved farms
rather than do the pioneering work in un-
improved country.

Mr. Manu: Some of the soldiers were not
fit to <o pionecering work, and this was done
in order to met them quickly settled and
enable them te derive a quick retnim.

Hon. P. "OLLTER: T do not complain of

There is noet much

_that. T do say, however, it is going to fur-

ther embarrass the finances of the Stafe to
borrow millions of money in order to buy
various farms on which to place new far-
mers without there heing any increase in the
volome of prodnetion.

Mr. Money: The original object of soldier
scttlement was to henefit the soldier.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Not withont regard
to the welfare and interests of the State. The
amount involved works out at an average of
about £1,100 in each case.

Mr. Mann: Yon would not get much of a
wheat farm for less.

IMon., . COLLIER: Na. One prebabiy
would not get 1,080 zeres of whent farming
land, if it had bheen mueh improved, for

" legs than £2 an acre.



My, Mann: T think the Government made
i good deal in almost cvery case for the
soldiers. -

Tlon. P. COLLTER: T do not say that
they paid ton mueh. T do, however, know
of many scldiers who were dissatisfied he-
enuse they were unable to persuade the
baard to huy farms for them at the price
that they were willing to pay. Soldicrs
have #aid that they could get farms for
about €2 10s, per acre, but the board con-
sidered the price too high, To this extent:
the board were protecting the interests of
soldiers.

Mr. Money: In some cases they were the
meang of a good option being lost.

Mr. A, Thomson: Sometimes, unfortu-
nately, the soldiers lost the opportunity of
securing a good property.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: Unfortunately, in
some cases they have paid too high a price
for their land. ]

Hon. P. COLLTER: T have not the in-
formation which would enable me to judge.
Trom what I know I believe that the pur-
chases which have heen made by the board
have been pretty sound, and that on the
whole exeessive prices have mot been paid.
That is the impression I have gathered,

The Premier: That is so.

Hon, P, COLLIER: I do not know how a
mumber of the large holdings in the South-
West have turned ount. Last year it was
stated by men who were in a position to
judge that high prices were paid in some
cases. For some time after these lands
were ncgnired and gnbdivided, a number of
the blocks remained on the hands of the
Government. :

Mr. Munsic: There are still some on the
hands of the Government.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I d¢ not koow
whether they still have on their hands any
considerable area of these re-purchased
large estates.

The Premier: No.

Mr. Munsie: There are some left.

The Premicr: They represent the tail el

Houw. P>. COLLYER: On the whole I he-
lieve they have dome well. I want the
Premier to bear in mind that he has n
responsibility towards our own people.

The Premier: I accept that.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Wherever we have
good men who are willing to take up land,
he should do his best to sec that they are
supplied with it,

The Premier: T accept the responsibility,

Hon. P. COLLIER: I now desire to revert

to the question of finanece.
The Premier: You have finished giving
advice on that.

Hon. P, COLLTER: I was only scouting
round the fringe of the matter {he other
night. -

The Premier: Vou cannot digenss it twice
in one session,

Hon. T. COLLIER: T belicve T ean, sub-
jeet to the ruling of the Speaker. -
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The Premier: T hope the Speaker will
rule that you cannot do so. -

Hou. P. COLLIER: Let wme preface my
references to the finances by saying that L
do not approach the question in any party
spirit. The **West Australian” stated the
other morning that my object in moving to
reduce Supply was merely from a party
motive. The inference is there that any-
thing I may say this evening on that ques-
tion will be merely in fartherance or in
pursuance of a party -spirit or done from
party motives. [t is strange how people
can say that it is always the other fellow
wlio s actuated by party motives, If a
person does not agree with another, or one
writer does not agree with another on any
subject, it is, the other fellow who is aetn-
ated by party motives; he of course is en-
tirely free from any sweh thing. I supposc
that in theé past when Labour started ot
on its financial career, building up small
deficits, and night after night in this House,
and day after day in the columns of the
newspapers, the (Government were attacked
unmervifuily for their financial administra-
tion, it would be contended that these
attacks were not actuated by party motives,
but were made merely in the interests of
the country. It is no justification, beeaus:
I feel compelledl to criticise the financial
administration of the Goverament, for any-
one to say that T am actnated by no other
than party motives. I appreciate the diffi-
enlties confronting the Treasurer at the
present juncture, T know what they are.
He has very great problems to face in con-
nection with the financial position of the
State. I do not for a moment say that the
position in which we find ourselves is due
entirely to the administration of the Pre-
mier or of his present eollerzucs.  He has
inherited many of these difficulties, hut that
does not alter the faet that the position as
it iz at present has te be faced, and that
some alteration in policy will have to be
ndopted. Tf the responsibility for the
present position of the finances rests not
wholly with the Premier, I say that the
responsibility dves rest with the Govern.
ment of putting forward some policy that
will mect the sitvation, There can be no
cseape from that. If T compare, as I pro-
pose to do, the financial admipistration of
the party now in power,—not the Premier
—and which has been in power for the past
five years, with the years that have pre-
ceded it, T am not doing so from any party
motives. o e -

Mr, Davies: Oh, dear, no!

Hon. P. COLLIER: If it appeared to me
that Governments of reeent years had beon
Jax in their handling of the finances, 1
would be wanting in my duty if I did not
peint it ont, In the Speech there is no
referance whatever, not the slightest hint, -
to anv proposals dealing with the situation,
Thae Premier has told us that when we hear
his Budget statement we will then know the
proposals of the Government in regard to
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the finances, [ think we ought to have had
some lead ‘ut the opening of Turfiament.
The Government bave been in  reecss for
seven or eight months. The elections have
been over for four or five months, and there
has been ample time for Ministers to devise
some poliecy or put forward some proposals
to meet the sitnation.

The Premier: It ig entirely a matter of
theso public utilities.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Yes, I know. Tho
Premier points out what arve the causes of
our defieit. These arc casily ascertainable
by going throngh the figurcs. We see where
these losses are occurring year after year,
the losses on our railways, on our business
nndertakings, and in other directions. The
fact that these losses arc continuing year in
and year out surely points to the need for
some definite proposals to stop the drift, and
for something being donme at oncé fo meet it.
It is not sufficient to say, ‘‘I cannot help it.
It is not our fault, The railways have lost
£300,000 and something clse has lost another
large amount.’’

The Premier: I do not mecan that. The
railways have to say what they ean do be-
fore I ean say what should be done.

Hon, P. COLLIER: The railwaya ought to
say what they can do beforc the House meets.
If a business man is running a big business
containing a number of large departments,
and there is a loss of £10,000 a year in one
department or another, it is not sufficient
for the manager of such department or de-
partments to say he cannot help those losses,
but the directors immediately set about find-
ing a way to prevent those losses. If the
railways, for instance, are largely responsible
for our Hinaneial position, something must be
done with them. )

The Minister for Mines: The whole of
these matters arc not solely under the con-
trol of the administration. T.ast vear an
amount of £93,000 had to he found by way
of retrospective increments; a strike held the
railways up for a fortmight or so while the
pay had to go on in many caser, We eanunot
handle a pesition of that sort.

Hon. P, COLLIER: When the Government
find themselves confronted with such a situ-
ation and are ealled upen to disperse largely
inecreased amounts, because of higher wages
being awarded, they must set about seeing
in what manner they ean counteract that and
balanee the situation,

The Minister for Mines: That is an argu-
ment against approaching the arbitration
court. What is the use of getting anything
when, after it ia secured, it is cut out in am-
other dircction.

Hon, P. COLLTER: No. If the Minister
is involved in an additional expenditure of
£100,000, beeause of inerensed ,wages and
salaries from which he eannot escape, he has
to endeavour to effect economies which will
counter-Lalance this inercased expenditure on
wagea.

The Minister for Mines: Side by side with
these inereases there is also the guestion of
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A reduetion in the hours of work, with the
resilt that you cannot reduce costs cxeept
by cutting out services.

Hon, 1. COLLIER: Somcthing will have
to he done to reduce the expenditure,

The Minirter for Mines: Tf you cut out
scrvices, you cnt out the aids to industry,
Tt is not a simple problem,

Hon, P, COLLIER: T do not say it is.
[ began by admitting that the Government
were faced with great diffculties. Tt will
she mnecessary for them perhaps to purswe a
very unpleasant policy and to adept proposals
which will create a good deal of diseussion
and possibly trouble in the ecountry, and
whiclt will prove very unpopular.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. P. COLLIER: In dealing with the
financial position of the State, it might be
well to examine for a few moments the his-
tory of our defieit, The financial year 1911
¢losed with a small surplua of £13,000, Dur.
ing the flve yeara which. suceceded it, cover-
ing the life of the Labour Government, wo
turned that small surplus inte 2 total deficit
of £1,360,000. That was the record of the
Labour Government financially. We Jeft
offiec with a deficit of £1,360,000. Tt is in-
structive to note that our last year of offico
resulted in a shortage of £348,000. The
Government that suceeeded the Labour Gov-
crnment in 1916 had, as a result of their
first financial year in office, namely to 30th
June, 1917, a shortage on rovenme aceount
of £700,000, T venture to say that nothing
had transpired in the commereial or industrial
life of the State to justify an increase of the
:]‘oﬁvit in one year from £348,000 to £700,000,
1t is well to remember that the Labour Gov-
ernment had experienced the first two years
of war, the closing down of our timhber mills,
the lack of shipping and the genera) paralysis
of trade that followed the outbreak of war.
These offects werp experiencerld by the Tabonr
Government for two vears. '

Hon, W, €
drought,

Hon, P COTLIER: Yes, one of the worst
drougits in the history of the State. The
first year in office of the present Miniaterial
p.'u_'ty resmlted in more than doubling the de-
ficit. That eannot and never has heon ac-
counted for exeept hy laxity in administea-
tion on the part of the Government by giv-
mg eoncessions, largely, as I pointed out
carlicr in the evening, to the seetion repre-
sented hy the Country Party in this House
coneessions which resulted in the loss of morc:
than £100.000 in revenue, There must have
hren slackness in administration to increase
the deficit in one year by such a large
amount. Tn the next vear it was followed
by o defieit of €705 an0; in the third year
by a deficit of £852,000; in the fourth year
by a deficit of £668,000; and in the Hfth year
the vear whieh has just ¢losed, by a ﬂeﬁoil:
of £6K6,0M0, or a total addition to our accnmn.
Tated deficit in five yoars of £3,411,00n, This

Angwin: And a very severe
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does not take into aceount the
shortage in July of this year. 1In five finan-
cinl  years the deficit was inereased by
£3,411,000. 'There must be romething wrong.

The Premier: We are paying a lot mare
in wages and salaries, to begin with.

Hon. P, COLLIER: [ am coming to that.

The Premicr: And a lot morc by way of
sinking fund.

Hon. I’. COLLIER: That does not acconnt
for it. Dealing with the financial year 1916-
17, the year of the change over from the
Labour Governmenti to the present party in
office, there was no increase in wages, and the
inereased payments by way of interest and
sinking fund were very small, There was
no important change by way of inecreased
wages or expenditure, and no change in
trade and commerce occurred in that year
to justify an inerease of the deficit from
£248,000 to £700,000. It should not be for-
gotten that the party now in power took
office after having proclaimed thronghout the
whole period of our Ministerial life that we
were running the country into bankraptey.
They gave a solemn pledge to the people of
the State that they would restore the finances
to a sound position without imposing addi-
tional taxation or going in for any retrench-
ment in the Publie Service. The result has
been as hon. members know. We have an
accumulated deficit of £4,773,000, or, with the
July shortage added, £4948,000 or £52,000
short of the five million mark,

Mr. Munsic: Aml it will socon reach the
five million mark.

Mr. Money: And the people have just re-
turned them again.

Jeon, P. ('OLLIER: That will not help the
position, -

Mr., Munsie: Returned them on misrepre-
sentation.

Hen, P, COLLTER: Unfortunately the
people of the country do not take any inter-
est in financial matters. The hon. member
will probahly have experieneed this  hin-
self, that when addressing the electors, the
oue subject which wonld tend to drive the
awdience out of the hall or induce them
to indulge in cxtensive yawning wounld be n
dissertation upon finance. They do not want
to be bothered; they do not eare, T am sorry
to say that very few candidates at the reeent
clections made any cffort to enlighten the
publie or stir up any interest in the subject
of the financinl position of the State. IF the
reports  of candidates’ speeches as pub-
lished in the Press may be taken as an indi-
cation, this question was pgenerally glided
over with the statement, ‘*T stand for a
policy of sonnd and economieal administra-
tion.”’

The Premier: What did vou sayt

Hon. P. COLLIER: Or else it was ‘‘A well
thought poliey of immigration.”” This was
the sort of platitude that was doled out to
the electors, ‘‘a policy of sound and econ-
omieal administration, o well thought out
policy of immigration.’’  Then the subject
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was passed over, and candidates got on to
the question of roads and bridges.

The Premier: That is what you said.

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, I tried te pin the
Fremier down to the finaneial position. I
tried to make it the isswe of the elections.
Had I succceded in doing so and had the
judgment of the electors been pronounced
accordingly, the hon. member would have been
occupying a seat on the Opposition side of
the ¥ouse to-day. But with the aid of his
numerovs ¢andidates and a very loyal and
strong Press, the Govermment party managed
to side-track the financial issne.

The Premier: No, we faced it well,

Houn, P. COLLIER: As a matter of faet
the Premier kept on right up till election
day repeating that we would close the finan-
cinl year with a deficit of £400,000. ¢‘That
is not bad, is it,”” was his comment, ‘‘redue-
ing the deficit this ycar te £300,000¢'° The
Premier spoke as if the financial year had
already closed, notwithstanding that it had
still three months to run. The people be-
lieved him,

The Minister for Mines: Well, you could
not deny it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I was denying it, be:
canse all the time the Premier was saying
this he had a deficit of £650,000, or £250,000
over his estimate,

Mr, Pickering: He must bave been count-
ing on the June surplus,

Hon. P. COLLIER: This, then, is the posi-
tion: after five years of office the Govern-
ment, who were returned to power pledged
to restore the finances to a sound position,
kave added to the deficit to the extent of
£3.411000, That would mot be so bad if
we had had a falling revenue throughout
these five years, but what is the position?

The Premier: I have the exact position
for you.

Hon. P. COLLIER: In the year just
closed the Treasurer reccived by way of rev-
enne £2,126,000 more than was received by
the Labour Government during its last year
of office. .

The Premier: Largely from the railways.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That does not matter;
the Treasurer received £2,126,000 more than
wag received in the financial year ended June,
1916, the last year in office of the Labour
Government. The present Premicr, who has
been Leader of the Government for just two
years, received during his first year £926,000
more than was received in the year pre-
viously.

The Premier: It cost far more to get it.

Mr, Munsie: That is due to bad adminis-
tration.

Houn. P. COLLIER: T shall deal with that,
The present Treasurer received £926,000 more
during his first vear in that office, and in the
year just closed he received £918,000 more
than in the previous year.

The TPremier: Trom trading coneerns; it
was not revenue at all
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Ion. . COLLIER: Or in the twe ycars
lie received a tetal of £1,844000 wore than
was received by the Treasurcr previously.

The Premier: But it eannot be regarded
a8 revenue.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Here is the point:
When n Treasurer finds himself in reeeipt
of an cver inereasing revenue each year,

The Premier: I never sce it.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Perhaps not.

The Premier: The Treasury receives it anad
pays it out,

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is where the fail-
ure of the Government comes in. They have
kept on paying it out.

The Premicr: There is no failure about it.

Hon. P. COLLTER: When the total sum
flowing into the Treasury is constantly in-
ereasing, there shonld be opportunities to
economise and eut down expenditure in such
a way as to reduce the deficit.

The Premier: What about the Arbitration
Court ‘awards? .

Hon, P. COLLIER: Before ever the Arhbi-
tration Court interfered with the adminis-
tration of the present party, namely, in their
firat year of office, they had a defieit of
£700,000.

The Premier: Tt Qid interfere with us.

Hon . COLLIKER: It did not. It docs nnt
seem to matter, so far as results are con-
cerned, whether wages inerease or not,
whether the total revenue increases or not,
the expenditure always outstrips the revenue.
The inerease in expenditure is nlways in ex-
cess of the increase in revenue, and s¢ we
end np the year no better than the preceding
vear. It should he remcemhered. too, that
the Government have sveceeded in keeping
the deficit within its present limits only by
imposing greatly added burdens upon the tax-
payers of the country. In 1916 the tax-
payers of this State paid £407,000 by way of
dircet taxation; last vear, under the same
heading, they paid £955,000, the result of
enormonsly  increaseil  taves. ILanst  year
the Treasorer reecived  £374,000  from
income tax as against £91,000 in 1916;
he received from land  tax  £57.000
compared  with £47,000 in  1916: from
dividend duty he received £244,000 as
apainst  £103,000; from totalieator tax
£37,000 as against £12,000; from stamp
duty £177,000 as against £64,000, or a total
from direet taxation of £955.000; and again
may T refer to the increased charges gemer-
ally. T mention these facts in order to show
that, whilst the Government have been faeed
with great difficulties in the way of mecting
inereased wages and inereased costs all round
for the renuirements of the Government

Mr. Mann: And the Wyndham
Works.

Hon. P. COLLIER: There is an instanee
tonding to show how not only are the publie
misted by the Press, but how a member of
this ¥ouge takes his information from =n
serappy line or two appearing in the news-
paper, A leading artiele, reeently published,

Moat
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madde a rather light reference to somme remark
of mine on the Wymlham DMeat Works,
and that has been quite suflicient for the hon.
memher,  Will the hon. member tell me what
has been the result of the operation of the
Wyndham Meat Works?

Mr, Mamn: I wish you to tell me.

ilon. P, COLLIER: The Wyndham Meat
Works have, no doubt, econtributed somewhat
to the finaneial position.

The Premigr: The member for FPorth
wants to know the particulars from voau.

Hon. P. COLLIER: XNobody can know
anything on this subjeet beyond the informa-
tion supplied by Ministers. And tiat brinws
me hack to the point of my demand for pub-
licity regarding the State tradint eoncerns.
Hon. gentlemen now in office said that the
Labour Government were smbthering up the
nosition. Now that those gentlomen find
themselves in  possession of the Treasnry
bench, they are free to supply the country
with full information on the subjeet. We
have had hardly one audited balance-sheet of
the State trading concerns plac+l on th-
Table of the House, although the State Trad-
ing (‘oneerns Act declares that the balance-
ehect of each concern shall He furnished hy
the 30th September. We have not even had
them for last year, for the year 1919-20;
merely a statement rvegarding that year has
heen laid on the Table of the House. 1 conld
very usefully engage the time of the House
in quoting from the speeches of the Premier,
and of these associated with him. as to the
absolute meed for the Government of which
I was a mewher, the TLabour Government,
doing gsomething to stop the Jrift in the fin-
ances—and thig at n time when we had only
a shortage of a few Imndred thousand pounds.

The Premier: A few hundred theusand
pounds?

Hon, P, COLL.TER: Yes,

The Premier: A shortage of £340,000,

Hon. P. COLLTER: The Premier now has
as mavy millions deficit as we had hondreds
of thousands. The Premier alwavs did talk
in milliens. TEe iz never satisfied nnless he
has round figures—the fine, round. rolling
sonnd of millions. Even in the matter of
a deficit he is not content with anything
short of millions, [ think it is a fair thing
that we should ask the Government what they
propose to do about the financial peosition.

The Premier: All right; we will tell youn
if you give us & chance.

Hon. P. COLLIKER: T am thinkin~ of the
days when [ shall be on the Treasury bench,
and I want this finaneinl ness cleaned wo
before T go there. T shall make one or two
snggestions before T sit down, but I have not
vet reached that peint in my remarks. By
the way, the present situation is really a nie-
one. The Government meet Parliament with-
ont having one scintilln of an idea or of a
prroposal for dealine with the finaneial nosi-
tion, and they say to the Opposition, *f Give
ns a policy; please tell us what we shall do, !’
Tt is not the funetion of an Opposition to
supply a Government with a policy, Where
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docs the much-vaunted principle of vespon-
sible government eome in when those c¢harged
with administering affairs of State sit back
holplessly and say, ‘“Uell us what to do;
what weounld voeu do?’?  The responsikility
rests upon Ministers of putting forward o
policy to meet the sitnation in which the
State Hnds itself. Tf the Government had
donc  that, probably mueh valuable time
would have heen zaved in the discussion of
the Address-in-reply. The Government ought
tu come forward with some proposal. We
exonmot  eternally  drift at the present rate.
The Premier knows that; he hag snid it over
and over again in years gone by, even at a
time when our accumulated deficit had not
reached half the amount at which it stands
to-day. Even then the Premier and those
associated with him said that the drift muost
be stopped or else bankruptey was in front
of Weatern Australia, What do the Govern-
ment propose to do now?

The Premier: We will tell you.

Mr, O’Loghlen: Strite oil.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The result of the
past five years’ administration—and this is
where, incidentally, T make my first sugges-
tion—shows that our finance during that
period has Deen lax and looss and without
any econtrol whatever. ‘

Tho Premier: That is not se.

Hon, P. COLLIER: Or largely without
any control,

The Premier: No, that is not so.

Hon. P. COLLIER: 8o mueh is evident
from the departmental expenditure, which
has inereased all along the line even more
thau it should have done, allowing for in-
creases of wages. Departments which have
been practically idle, which have not Iatterly
been doing one quarter of the work that they
were doing in the years when this State was
earrying out g huge public works poliey with
loan wmoner, have, nevertheless, Targely in-
evensed their expenditmre.

The Premier: Which departments do you
refer to? .

Hon., P. COLLIER: Several departments,

The Premier: T <o not knew them,

Hon. . COLLAIRER: HFven at this late
stage the Government will have to begin hy
making. a serious amd d-termined effort to
carry out that poliey to which they pledgend
themselves before this country five years ago,
the policy of effeeting cconomies in adminis-
tration. Ministers will have to do that, and
it ig for them to find wavs and means of
doing it,; even though iu giving cffect to that
poliey they should create a2 good deal of
trouble and unpleasantness. Economy in ad-
ministration has pot to he cfleeted, and the
longer it i postponed, the more scrious and
the more painful will the operation he. That
ig just the position: Ministers will have to
effert oconoemies.  ITaving regard to this
State’s revenne, T do not say that it wonld
be a wise poliey to attempt to reduce the
defieit except by a gradual proeess,  Tlow-
ever, what we ought to aim at in thy opening
session of this Parliament is the ecutting
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down of the annual defieit. If we could les-
sen it by, say, £250,000 this year, that would
reduce tlhe shortaze to £400,000. Then, if
next year we conld reduce that shortage by
another £100,000——

The Minister for Mines: Tf we have a
free run with the railways, we will do better
than that.

Hon. P. COTLTER: Tf the Minister
achioves anythims like that, ke wiil have done
pretty well for one year. Bot Parliament
ninst ingist that the Goversment shall enable
the country to turn the eorner and come back.
We must reduce the annual shortage, which
has been recurving for years. Then, in the
course of five or six veats, or probably even
a longer period wiil be required, we can get
back to a balancing of our public accounts.
We shall do very well indeed if we ecan re-
vert to a balancing in six or seven years.
However, the prosent Government have
uiterly failed to administer the affairs of the
State as cconomieally as was done by the
Enbheur Government. It was a perfect night-
mare to Lahour Ministers—and the Minister
‘or Mined krows it—the way we were at-
tacked Trom all quarters beeause of our al-
feize 1 Tailure in finance. Tt cost ug manv
sleen’e s nivhts, Labour Ministers sat down
@ tight om expenditure that not even 7 sove-
rira was expended in a Government depart-
wert withent the elosest examination and
sruting heforehand. T think that, withont
any loasting, and in all honesty, T can claim
o hohalt of Tabour Ministers that beeause
in their nst two or three years of office they
sat down tight on expenditure, the Labour
Governnient was able to keep the deficit with-
i limits. Nuring our last year of office we
had a defitit of £384,000, and dvring our five
vears of offfes we did not impose £1 of ad-
ditional direet tixation on the people of this
vonntry,  Bot new direet taxation has in-
reast by £555,000, The Ministry that im-
medintely  succeeded the TLabour Ministry,
and has been in office cver since, has not ex-
vreisad that tight, keen, close control of the
expendditure of publie funds which is so es-
sential,

The Premicr: I say we have.

Hon. P. (OLETER: T say Ministera have
not, A tight grip on the public purse may
mean only a small sum of £500 here, and
£1,000 there, but it all mounts up. There are
grants which are justifialle in times when
the State is in a flourishing condition, but
which are absolutely unjustifiable when the
State is hard up.

The Minister for Mines: There are some
outside institutions which the .Government
have to assist more in hard times, when the
rublic are hard up, than in good times.

Hon. P. COLLIER: T am afraid our
reninl Premicr lhias not yet aequired the hard-
hearted essential of being able to say fNo!”»

AMr. JJ. Thomson: He has been a bank
managoer.

1Ton. 1'. COLLTER: TIf the Premier han-
dledd his bank in the same wuy as he handles
the State Treasury, I should have very mueh
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liked to come along to him for an overdraft.
But one reads from week to week of deputa-
tions to the Premier wanting £500 or £1,000,
for this or that, and the Premier invariably
gives the amount,

. The Premier: I would like to do that, but
I am afraid T do not do it.

Hon, P. COLLIER: These are times when
the Premier and his Ministers must say
“No!” regardless of what row may be
kivked up. .

The Minister for Mines: And members of
Parliament must say ‘‘Ne,’’ also.

Hon. P, COLLIER: That is true, and I
venture to say that no Minister can complain
of any unjustifiable importunity. from mem-
bers of the Opposition, The Premier will
- acknowledge that in recent years I have al-
ways stood by the Government when they
lave said ‘‘No.” I have not supported re-
quests for the expenditure of publie funds
here, there, and everywhere throughout the
State. It cannot be done, and Ministers
must learn to say ‘‘ No™ even if people suffer
gcreat inconvenicnce and disabilities,

The Minister for Mines: But all that will
not get us over our difficulty.

on, I". COLLIER: No; but it is some-
thing on the way. This is one thing I com-
plain of: for years past, whenever the ques-
tion of cconomy in administration has been
raised lere, the reply has been, ‘‘Even if
you sacked the whole of the public servants,
that would not get over the diffieulty; it
would still leave you with a defieit.’® That
yrolicy is one which means, if it means any-
thing, that to save half-a-crown is not worth
while if one cannot save a pound.

The Premier: Two hundred civil servantsd
have gone sinee your time.

Hon., P. COLLIER: Yes, and I am
afraid they have drifted@ out to old age pen-
gions, and ill-health, and poverty.

The Minister for Mines: The cost of ren-
dering serviees is the trouble, :

Hon. P. COLLIER: I know that that cost
has inereased largely of reeent years. Bat
Ministers have to realise that we must make
a start some time, that the present drift can-
not continue indefinitely. I say that
Ministers should apply themselves elosely
and  determinedly to their departments,
in these hard times that are ahead of
them, amd sce that where expenditure
can be cut down it is cut down unfail-
ingly. In the cireumstances in  which
we fiml ourselves, the State is mot justified
in employing one solitary individual who is
not able to render full serviee for the salary
or wages that he receives—funll service, 1
say. I think economics can be exercised in
many of the departments. T do not desire to
labour that aspect of the finances. Onr
financial position is to a certain extent dwe
to the fact that we have a heavy intercst
hill upon horrowed money oxpended upon
the construction of public works,

The Premier:  ‘I'hat is our trenle,

Hon, P, COLLIKR: Thiring the firat three
years the Labour Government were in office,

[ASSEMBLY.]

we consgtructed 300 miles of railway. Every
one of tho:e railways had heen passed by
Parliament during the time our predecessors
were in office.  We were engaged for three
years in construeting railways authorised by
the previous Parliament.

Mr. O'Loghlen: They dressed up the win-
dow,

Hon. P. COLLIER: We provided money
for harbour improvements, water supply,
railways, and other necegsary utilities, The
fact is we have not got a sufficient number of
people in this State and we are not <develop-
ing our resources quickly enough to keep the
services supplied working at fnll eapaeity,
and we have to pay interest on the moncy
expended in conngetion with those serviees.

The Premier: That is our trouble all
right.

Mr. Money: OQur railways are too exten-
sive for.our population.

Hon, P. COLLIER: As T have mentioned
before in this House, we have a mile of
railway for every 87 persons in Western
Australia. In Vietoria there is a mile of
railway for every 460 persons and in New |
Bouth Wales there are 370 people to every
mile of railway. That is to say, in Victoria
460 people are busy providing freights and
soron for the railways as against 87 persons
here. We are over-built so far as the rail-
ways dre concerned.

The Premier: Do not forget that 1,000
miles of the railway are on the goldficlds.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I do not know that
that alters the position,

The Premicr: Tn Vietoria the lines run
mostly through agricultural districts.

Hon, P. COLLTER: The trouhle in West-
ern Australia is that we have had to build
about 400 miles of railway to connect the
outer districts with the metropolitan area,
and that great length of railway has to
pass through a good deal of wunoceupied
and unuproductive country, That, of conrse,
ndds to the difficulties of our position. We
have all these railways and other public
facilities provided for our small population.
That leads me to the position wherein we are
foreel to take determincd steps to bring in-
to productive use ali the land possible which
is adjacent to the railway lines already eon-
structed. We must cease building rvailways,
Unfortunately, railway construetion over
long distances was inseparable with the de-
velopment of our agricultural arcas in the
earlier davs, and we have miles and miles of
railways pushed out to serve a few seorc peo-
ple.  Settlers were sent out for a hundred
miles or so and that necessitated the con-
struction of a hundred miles of railway for
them. Then others would settle a hundred
miles away in another direetion and another
long stretech of railway would have to be
built to serve their requirements. Im this
way, enormous lengtha of railway had to he
constriteted to serve the purposes of a1 fow
thomsand people.

The Promier:
enpied.

The land is held and oo-
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Hon, P, COLLIER: T agree that the lands
in the wheat belt in the newer areas which
have been settled within the last 10 or 15
vears are being brought into use and pro-
duction as quieckly as possible, The settlers
there are doing their best in the circum-
stances, and I believe that, with a favour-
able season or two and with a fair price
for their produnects, we shall see a very rapid
expansion in the wheat areas. At the same
time, we have considerable greas of land in
the older settled portions of the State which
arc served by railways, but which are not
producing to anything like their full eca-
pacity.

Mr. Corboy: Some are not produeing ak
all.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I daresay that land
is not jroducing more than from 10 to 23
per eent. of its full produetive capacity.
‘We cannot afford to borrow more money to
open up virgin country while we bhave con-
siderabe areas close to existing railways
which have not yet been brought into full
production. We must cease such operations
and endeavour fo force the land into usec.
There may be different opinions as to the
best method to be adopted to bring about
such a result. One has only to travel along
the Great Southern railway, portions of the
Eastern railway, and along the South-West
line, to appreciate that you ecan go for
hours through first-elass land carrying only
one or two families who represent the total
population on those holdings.

The Premier: I would like to know where
such blocks are situated.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Premier is always
concerned about these older areas, but he
knows that in some of the parts I have re-
ferred to the land is in the same state as
it was 30 or 40 years ago. We have reached
a stage in our history where we should re-
view our land taxation. We must readjust
our legislation- to meet the circumstaneces
as they exist at the present time. In every
other State that is being done. The amount
of money ac¢umulated in land values in the
shape of unearned increment—I am talking
of city Jands as well as country areas—is
enormous and it is time that the lands were
made to contribute something more towards
the State coffers. If we refrain from taking
the necessary steps, even by way of indirect
taxation as was the ease in past days, we
will simply be extending an invitation to
the Federal Government to invade our
functions. The Federal Government has
done that to a certain extent already. The
Pederal land tax carries -an exemption of
" £5,000 but T wounld not be surprised to see
at any moment that the Federal aunthorities
have decided to reduece that exemption, The
Federal Government will hesitate to impose
taxation where the State has already im-
posed taxation, but they will not hesitate
to act if we neglect our opportunities as I
have indicated. We have got to mee that
every acre of land held elose to the rail-
ways is brought into produection whethor
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we accomplish thig fact by way of resump-
tions or tfaxation or purchase direct for
closer settlement. The land should be taken
over and subdivided so as to encourage pro-
duction. If that were done, it would solve’
our troubles with the railways. If we can
add thousands or at any rate hundreda of
settlers to those using our railways, we wiil
provide extra freight and so help our rail-
ways to become profitable coneerns. There
are two ways by which economics can be
effected and the financial position rectified,
The first is strict and rigid economy in
administration and the cuotting down of
expenditure. I hope this House, regardless
of party political interests will insist upon
Ministers cutting down their expenditure.

The Premier: You must remember that
awards have increased wages and salaries,

Hon, P. COLLIER: I kaow that.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: You raised the rates
to meet them, .

Hon. P. COLLIER: On the other hand,
instead of reduciog the expenditure, the
policy of the Government is, apparently, to
meet the increased railway expenditure by
imposing taxation or increasing charges for
the services rendered. It is quite the easiest
way to deal with this diffienlty because the
adoption of that method means less adverse
comment and less eritictsm. If 1 may say so
without giving offence, that is the lazy way
of meeting the situation. It is quite easy
to meet an extra hundred thousand or so
by increasing the rate of charges or im-
pesing taxation upon the people. That ia
much easier than burning the midaight oil
in order to discover the remedy for ihe
position.

The Premier: The Minister does not man-
age the railways.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That is true, but the
Mipigter can give instructions to the Com-
missioner, The Premier surely would not
eontend that the Minister for Railways
should sit back and say ¢‘The railways do
not concern me. The Commissioner is in
charge of that department.’’ The Minister
can tell the Commissioner that he must re-
duce his expenditure. When I was Minister
—and perbaps the present Minister has
done 80 too—I told him on more than one
oceagion that he must effect economies. It
ia the responsibility of the Commissioner to
the Minister {0 show the way economies
can be effected. We do not pay our Com-
missioner of Railways £2,000 a year to sit
down in his office and allow the railways
to run themselves. i . .

The Premier: I do not thiak the Commis-
sioner 1s doing that now,

Hon. W. . Angwin: The staff has been
inereased. There are more engineers.

Hon, P. COLLIER: It is not for me to
say what reductions should be made, but at
a later stage I will show where increased
expenditure has heen incurred without
rendering any effective serviee, where inno-
vations have been hrought about witheut
any necessity, It might be all very well if
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the condition of affairs in Western Australia
was most satisfactory, but in view of the
financial position to-day these innovations
should not havo been introduced. This is not
the time when we should start putting
buffet cars on country lines travelling over
long distances, serving eomparatively few
people merely for the sake of collecting 9s.
or so per trip. The old system under which
passengers were able {o have a cup of tea
or other ‘refreshments at stations along the
line, served the purposes very well indeed.
The Commissioner might very well have
refrained from incarring expenditure in
providing the facilities I have referred to.

Mr. Munsie: As, for instance, providing
4 shower bath at a place where the train
stops at midnight.

Hon. P. COLLIER: I have noticed a num-
ber of these things which require attention,
although T admit many of them may be
small alterations and innovations, which,
however, have involved fhe department in
increased expenditure, If the Commissioner
of Railways fails in these smaller matters,
he is likely to fail in the greater things
connected with the railway administration.
T can assure the Premier that I will give
him every assistance possible, so far as I
can honestly and legitimately do so, in his
difficult position regarding the finances. Ho
will not find me complaining unduly or sup-
porting those who complain because they
have suffered from the exigenecies of the
financial position of the State. I have not
done it yet, and I do not intend to commence
now. Our financial position resolves itself
into this: that we arc jn pawn to people out-
side the State. We are being drawn upon
by the Commonwealth anthorities unduly and
I endorse what the member for Carnarven
has stated. We got no consideration from
the Federal Government during the five years
I was in office and I do not think, no matter
what party may be in power, that we can
expect consideration from the Federal au-
thorities. According to the attitude of the
Federal Government, Western Australia con-
stitutes something which may be drawn upon
whenever they choose to do so. They are
levying taxes vpon us to-day which, if the
money were available to the State Govern-
ment, would largely relieve us of our finan-
cial diffienlties. It may be considered some-
what undignified for one politician to eriti-
cise other politicians, but I have no hesita-
tion in saying that most wilful extravagance
is indulged in throughout the Commaenwealth
by the present administration. They arc
quite prepared to levy taxation wherever
they can, without regard to the effeet it will
have upon the development of the State.
Moreover, we have to pay tribute every year
to money-lenders abroad, we have to find in-
terest and sinking fund on our loans, I be-
lieve it was a false policy for the States to
emhark upon so extensive a borrowing policy
as they have Jdone in past years. Because
of the recklessness of that poliecy we are
pledged right up to the hilt to money-lenders
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in other parts of the world. That is one
reason why we are unakle to sell the products
of our gwn land at a reasonable price to our
own people; we have to extort higher prices
in order that we may be in a position to pay
tribute to money-lenders in other parts of the
world, Except where essential, our borrow-
ing should cease. We have over-pledged our-
selves, and we are now pledging the credit
of posterity, while by our deficits we are
becoming still further indebted to foreign
money-lenders. I wish to say in conelusion
that I shall be only too pleased to asaist the
Government wherever I can, with a view to
helping the State out of its difficult financial
position. -

On motion by the Premier, debate ad-
journed,

House adjourned at 8.17 pam.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
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SWEATRING-IN OF MEMBERS.

Hon. W. J. George {(Murray-Wellington)
and Mr, E. B. .Jolnston (Williams-Narro-
gin) took and subscribed the oath and signed
the roll.

PAPERS—STATE TRADING COXN-
CERNS,

The MINISTER FF'OR WORKS (Hon. W.
J. George—Murray-Wellington) [4.36]: 1
have here the balance-sheets for the year
1919-20 of the follewing State trading con-
cerns:—State Saw Mills, State Tmplement
Works, State Quarries, and State Brick-
works, I would draw the attention of mem-
bers to the faect that the reports of the Pub-
lic Works Department laid on the Tabie of
the House last year contained the unaudited
balanee-sheets of these concerns. T shall be
glad if hon. members will put aside the ignor-
ant criticisms which have appeared in the



